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. Introduction

1. This paper provides an overview of the activitiémttthe United Nations

Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) carries tousupport the implementation
of the 2008 SNA in the countries of Eastern Eurofaucasus and Central Asia
(EECCA) and South East Europe (SEE).

2. Section 2 of the paper provides background infoionabn the UNECE mandate

and national accounts activities focused on the E&@nd SEE countries. Section 3
presents an overview of the technical assistaneelsnef the countries in the region.
Section 4 describes in more detail the UNECE natiagcounts programme in support
of the implementation of the 2008 SNA in the regiGection 5 proposes some future
activities to address countries’ needs and sed@igives a very brief overview of the

work of other international and regional organisasi in assisting the EECCA and SEE
countries to build statistical capacity and devealafional accounts statistics.

[I.  Background

3. At its 40th session in February 2009 the Unitedidet Statistical Commission
(UNSC) supported the Implementation Strategy fax #9008 SNA proposed by the
Intersecretariat Working Group on National Accoufi®NVGNA). The strategy aims to
assist countries in the changeover to the 2008 &htAimproving national accounts and
supporting economic statistics. UNSC also requesttatl particular circumstances of
countries should be recognized by introducing iy in the implementation
programme, and recognized the role of the UN Redi@ommissions to facilitate
coordination and regional cooperation towards thglémentation of 2008 SNA.

4. Following the decision of the UNSC the United NasoStatistics Division
(UNSD) requested the Regional Commissions to devedgional implementation plans
in cooperation with existing regional coordinatiomechanisms or newly established
steering groups. The UNECE was thus asked to peepmarregional plan for
implementation of 2008 SNA in the EECCA and SEEntnes

5. The mandate for the work of the UNECE Statisticavifdon is set out by
biennial programmes approved by the Conferenceuobean Statisticians (CES) and
by the UNECE Executive Committee. These programaresfurther detailed in the
Statistical Programme reviewed and adopted annbgliyre Bureau and the CES. In the
part for national accounts the programme states tHMECE should “promote the
implementation of the new global standard: 2008t8gsof National Accounts (2008
SNA).... This work is part of the Global ImplementatiProgramme for the 2008 SNA,
mandated by the UN Statistical Commission.” The W@&Eshould also continue to
“support the implementation of 2008 SNA in courdra Eastern Europe, Caucasus and
Central Asia by providing methodological guidanoe #&aining workshops.”

6. In 2009 the Bureau of the CES established a Stpd&imup (SG) on national

accounts, which to assist the planning and cootidinaf the UNECE activities towards
implementation of the 2008 SNA. In November 2012 Bureau reviewed the terms of
reference (ToR) of the SG and extended its manfdatevo more years. According of

the revised ToR, two of the main tasks of the Graxgto:

. Finalize the regional set of recommendations fer ithplementation of the 2008
SNA for the UNECE countries that are not memberghef EU or the OECD. The
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recommendations should take into consideration thinee stages of implementation
recommended by the ISWGNA and the specific circamsgs in the EECCA countries.

. Advise the UNECE Secretariat on the formulation gidanning of technical
assistance activities, with the aim to support HECCA and SEE countries in
complying with the recommendations for the impletagon of the 2008 SNA.

7. Table 1 lists the 19 countries from the region tiate been participating in the
capacity building activities of UNECE.

Table 1. Participating countries

Albania Kazakhstan Tajikistan,
. The former Yugoslav Republic

Armenia Kyrgyzstan of Macedonia,

Azerbaijan Moldova Turkmenistan

Belarus Mongolia Ukraine

Bosnia and Herzegovina Montenegro Uzbekistan

Croatia Russian Federation

Georgia Serbia
8. Some of the SEE countries are candidates of theadJwill follow the ESA

implementation programme. However, they were inetlth UNECE activities as they
have encountered similar challenges in transforntinggy statistical system to the new
requirements. Their experience proved valuabléherother countries of the region.

9. In assisting the countries to introduce the 2008ASUNECE follows the
recommendations of the global implementation siyates the overarching framework
for formulating implementation programmes. At tlzane time, it is essential to ensure
that the capacity building programmes reflects ghdicular needs and specificities of
the countries in the region.

10. The UNECE national accounts work with the EECCA &®HE countries
involves the following groups of activities:

* Surveys of national practices and implementation pins Two big surveys
on the main challenges in SNA implementation in #EeCCA and SEE
countries and on national plans to implement tH@828NA were conducted in
2010 and 2012. These surveys provided valuablenrgton on common
difficulties and goals in the region and on techhiassistance needs of the
countries.

* Workshops and special session® discuss implementation strategies for the
2008 SNA in the countries of the region e.g. thgiaeal workshop
Implementation Plans for the 2008 SNA in the EECCA and SEE Countries,
organized jointly with EFTA and UNSDKKiev December 2011)Special
Sessions for Transition Economies during the meetings of the Group of
Experts on National Accounts in April 2010 and NEA 2.

* Development ofregional recommendations and other guidance on the
implementation of the 2008 SNAIn 2012 and early 2013 with the help of
the Steering Group on National Accounts UNECE preghaa set of regional
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recommendations to assist the countries from tlggomein developing of
national implementation plans for the 2008 SNA imelwith the global
recommendations. Recommendations have also beemdg@dothrough the
Global Assessments of National Statistical SystemEECCA and SEE
countries, carried out in cooperation with Eurostad EFTA, and through the
United Nations Special Programme for the EcononuvésCentral Asia
(SPECA).

* Work to promote the implementation of internationally agree standards
and good practices in other areas of economic statistioduding business
registers, short-term economic statistics and pridees. This work will help
to improve supporting statistics as an importanergguisite for the
development of good quality national accounts.

* A designatedwvebsite with relevant documentation and training matefal
2008 SNA Implementation. All documents and meetirgferred to in this
paper are also available through this website. Wabsite is located on
http://www.unece.org/stats/2008sna.html

11. In the future UNECE plans to organize special s&ssin conjunction with the
meetings of the Group of Experts on National Acdsuo follow-up on progress with
the implementation of the 2008 SNA in EECCA and Sielntries. In addition to this,
and subject to the availability of funding, UNEQEdooperation with other regional or
international organisations will provide trainingorkshops, and technical assistance
missions for the countries in the region.

[1l.  Technical assistance needs of the EECCA and SEE cuues

12.  The information received from the countries throtigé surveys and workshops
identified a number of areas where technical smst&t is essential. UNECE with the
help of other regional partners will try to addrélssse needs in its capacity building
programmes. The countries from the region askeddsistance in the following areas:

» Economic classifications and statistical businegssters

» Use of administrative sources

* Improvements of business statistics and short-esromomic statistics,
particularly for services sectors

* Price and volume measures

* Exhaustiveness of the national accounts

* Integrated accounts and tables

» Strengthening the links between financial statssind SNA

» Linkages of governments finance statistics andnatiaccounts

» Institutional sector accounts

» Software

* Back casting

13. The countries consider the following forms of teichh assistance as most
efficient:

. Training workshops (regional or international)
. Region-specific manuals and guidelines
. Training materials and recommendation of good prest
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. Study visits to more developed statistical offices

. Internships, on the job training
. Technical assistance missions and visits of foreijerts to provide
methodological and technical advice on the idesdiforoblem areas
. Seminars including other producers of statistics
14. It is important that the guidelines, training makr and other key documents

take into account the particular conditions ofthgion and are translated into Russian.

IVV. Regional activities related to the implementation bthe 2008 SNA

15. Table 2 lists the completed or planned activitresupport of the implementation
of the 2008 SNA in the EECCA and SEE countries.s€hactivities are described in
more detail in the following paragraphs.

Table 2. Activities to support the implementation éthe 2008 SNA

Date and venue

Activity

February 2010 UNECE survey on status and maineangdis with the implementation
of the 2008 SNA in EECCA and SEE countries (2016/8y)

26 April 2010 Special session for transition economies back-ticpdth the meeting

Geneva of the Group of Experts on National Accounts diseudsthe progress
and main challenges for the implementation of SNAhe region

2-6 May 2011 Joint IMF/EFTA/UNECE Workshop on Links between Gowaent

Vienna Finance and National Accounts Statistics for EEG@ SEE countrie

1°2}

June - September 201

1 Country consultation to epofathe 2010 Survey and produce count
profiles which present structured information faclk country in the
region

Autumn 2011

Development of template for implemeaaotaplans based on the stage|
and milestones recommended in Global Implement&icstegy

n

29 Nov - 2 Dec 2011
Kiev

Joint UNECE/UNSD/EFTA workshop on the implementatod the
2008 SNA in EECCA and SEE countries

March 2012 UNECE survey on national implementaptams for the 2008 SNA

April 2012 Launch of a UNECE website on implemeiotabf the 2008 SNA,
including information on meetings, survey resutstailed country
information and links to training materials and imwebsites of other
organizations

1 May 2012 Special session for transition economies back-ticpdth the meeting

Geneva of the Group of Expert on National Accounts

January 2013 Regional recommendations for the D08 implementation in the
UNECE region

Spring 2013 Joint UNSD/UNECE Workshop on Interoradil Economic
Classification will discuss implementation aspewtthe statistical
offices of EECCA and SEE countries

October 2013 Workshop on Implementation of the 2008 SNA andages to

Istanbul Government Finance Statistics for EECCA and SEmbti®@s

Mid-2014 Special session for transition economisskkio-back to the meeting of
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Geneva the Group of Experts on National Accounts, to tskek and plan for
the following two-year period

2014 -tbc Regional workshop on the implementatibthe 2008 SNA in EECCA
and SEE countries

Mid-2016 Special session for transition economies back-ticba the meeting of
the Group of Experts on National Accounts, to tstkek and plan for
the following two-year period

Geneva

Survey on the current status and main challenges i the implementation of 2008 SNA in
EECCA and SEE

16.  The survey was conducted in 2010 (2010 Survey) i purpose to: (1)
provide an overview of the availability and scopéndicators and accounts compiled by
the EECCA and SEE countries, (2) identify commoobpms for the region and
prioritize the main outstanding issues, and (3)usnghat future technical assistance
activities take as a starting point the prioriteesd needs of the countries in the region.
The questionnaire was developed with the help ef $teering Group on National
Accounts. More specifically the survey included sfiens on the availability of GDP
estimates, main accounts and balance sheets; rmtanuders and their needs; problem
areas related to the implementation of the 1993 Sh#blem areas in relation to data
sources and primary statistics; priorities in innpémtation of the 2008 SNA; types of
technical assistance required by the countries.slinemary report is available from the
UNECE website on 2008 SNA implementation.

Country profiles

17.  The report of the 2010 Survey was presented aSpeeial Session for transition
economies, held back-to-back with the meeting ef @roup of Experts on National
Accounts in April 2010. Following the recommendasoof the special session, the
UNECE revised the report and extended it with detacountry profiles. The profiles

present structured information on the current stateaffairs and the plans for

introduction of the 2008 SNA in each country in tlegion. They were finalized in

written consultation with the countries in mid-2011

Joint IMF/EFTA/UNECE Workshop on Links between Government Finance and
National Accounts Statistics for EECCA and SEE coutmnies. Vienna, 2-6 May 2011

18.  The workshop brought together experts from mirgstiof finance and national
statistical offices of sixteen EECCA and SEE caestrThe purpose of the workshop
was to improve the quality and cross country comipiity of data for the public and

government sectors by training the compilers ofhbsets of statistics on the
recommendations of the Government Finance Statisaenual 2001 and the 2008 SNA,
their relationships and possible implications stengnirom the 2008 SNA update.

Workshop on the Implementation of the 2008 SNA in ECCA and SEE countries.
Kiev, 29 November — 2 December 2011

19.  The workshop was organised in cooperation with UN&l EFTA. It was

attended by the heads of national accounts or reacrmmic statistics departments from
all countries in the region and representativesiftioe Interstate Statistical Committee of
the Commonwealth of Independent States (CIS-STAMg workshop aimed to support
the formulation of national implementation plans tile 2008 SNA and define priorities
for the improvement of the quality and the scopenafional accounts and related

6



economic statistics in the region. During the wbdgs UNECE and UNSD presented
structure, main components and practical tools $mtting up plans for the
implementation of the 2008 SNA. The main changeshan 2008 SNA and practical
issues related to the compilation of the accoumtewalso presented and discussed.

20. The participating countries reviewed a template gogsenting the 2008 SNA
implementation plans, which was proposed by the ONEThey agreed to provide their
national implementation plans in accordance with structure of the template. During
the workshop it was stressed that efficient impletagon of 2008 SNA will require

close cooperation between the relevant regional iatetnational organisations. CIS-
STAT also works to facilitate the implementation 2008 SNA and has prepared
guidelines for the CIS countries.

UNECE survey on national implementation plans

21. Following the decisions of the Kiev Workshop, aaet survey on the national
implementation plans was conducted in March 200422Survey). The survey used the
template for presenting of national implementatjgans, which was developed by
UNECE on the basis of the stages and mileston#sedBlobal Implementation Strategy
and the feedback of the Kiev workshop (see Tahl& B¢ purpose of the template is to
help countries formulating structured implementatiplans in line with the global
guidelines, which at the same time reflect the aegspecific priorities, needs and
resources constraints. It also aims to facilitdie monitoring of the progress with
implementations of the 2008 SNA.

Table 3. The main stages and milestones for the ZDENA implementation

Stage 1: Developing of national implementation strategies ah detailed programmes for the
2008 SNA

a) Prioritization of the main outstanding issues

b) Consultation with the main stakeholders

¢) Inclusion of the 2008 SNA implementation in 8ieategic plans
d) Adoption of detailed action plan for the 2008/N

Stage 2: Review of work needed to support implemeation of 2008 SNA

a) Adoption of new classifications and improvemantbdusiness statistics and business
registers

b) Changes in collection and compilation of bussn&tatistics
c) New requirements of administrative data sources
d) IT and other changes

Stage 3: Development of National Accounts and chaagpver to 2008 SNA
a) Milestone 1. Basic indicators of GDP

b) Milestone 2. GNI and other primary indicators

c¢) Milestone 3. Institutional sector accounts:tfgep

d) Milestone 4. Institutional sector accounts: intediate step 1

e) Milestone 5. Institutional sector accounts: imediate step 2

f) Milestone 6. Institutional sector accounts: fintep

22. Al 19 countries mentioned in Table 1 presentedrtheplementation plans in
accordance with the agreed template. The plans wdoaded on the UNECE website.
Countries are encouraged to update their implertient@lans on an annual basis. The
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relevant information will be posted on the desigdatvebsite. UNECE will use the plans
in preparing the regional activities in supportteé implementation of the 2008 SNA.

UNECE website for the 2008 SNA implementation

23. In April 2012 the UNECE launched a website for doemts and training

materials related to the 2008 SNA. The websiteuthe$ links to relevant UNECE
meetings and workshops. It also has links to tepeetive websites of UNSD, Eurostat,
IMF, OECD and World Bank that provide guidance twe implementation of 2008

SNA. The website is located fatttp://www.unece.org/stats/2008sna.html

Meeting of the Group of Experts on National Accound, May 2012: Special Session for
transition economies

24. In conjunction with the meeting of the Group of Exgs on National Accounts,
UNECE and EFTA organised a special session forsifian economies. The national
implementation plans and the summary results of202 Survey were presented and
discussed in order to reach common goals for th@eimentation of the 2008 SNA and
supporting statistics. The meeting agreed thatoradi recommendations for the
implementation of the 2008 SNA would be very usétutoordinate the efforts of the
countries and outlined some main concerns, whiclbeotaken into account in the
development of the recommendations. The meetingadseed that UNECE should: (a)
Continue to support countries in their implemewntatof 2008 SNA, (b) Strengthen
coordination of activities with other regional amdernational organizations, and (c)
Support a coordinated implementation of 2008 SNé tire 6 edition of the Balance of
Payments and International Investment Position Mba(BPM6) and the involvement of
Central Banks and Ministries of Finance in the pssc

Regional recommendations for the implementation ofhe 2008 SNA

25. In January 2012, UNECE developed a set of regioce@mmendations for the

2008 SNA implementation based on the informatiolected through surveys and the
feedback received at the Special Session for ttansconomies. The recommendations
follow the main stages and milestones outlined hyy ISWGNA and elaborate them

further to provide guidance, which is tailored twe tneeds of the EECCA and SEE
countries. They suggest a number of activitiegrpies and timeframe, which countries
should consider in the implementation process oteoto strengthen the quality and
international comparability of their national acota statistics. The recommendations
will be finalized in the beginning of 2013 with theelp of the Steering Group on

National Accounts and will be made available thifotlge UNECE website.

V. Possible future activities 2013- 2016

26. UNECE will continue to support the implementatiohtbe 2008 SNA in the
countries of the region. The work will focus on ttfeallenges identified in the regional
recommendations on national accounts. In ordedtivess one of the major concerns of
the countries, particular attention will be paid ttee cooperation between national
accounts departments and the compilers of relatedognic statistics, providing inputs
for national accounts.

27. In October 2013 UNECE together with EFTA and othegional partners will

organize a workshop on Implementation of the 2008A Sand Linkages to the

Government Finance Statistics for EECCA and SEEntmms. The purpose of the
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workshop is to support the implementation of theAShly strengthening the links
between the compilers of national accounts and rgovent finance statistics in the
participating countries. It is expected that thetipgants identify areas, where the
consistency of the two datasets should be impr@aretidiscuss future activities in this
direction.

28. Another workshop that will take place in 2013 igjamized jointly with UNSD
and will focus on the implementation challengesIfIC Rev. 4 and CPC Rev.2 in the
countries of the region.

29.  The regular biennial meetings of the Group of Etg@n national accounts in
Geneva in 2014 and 2016 should be used to takek sbbcprogress with the
implementation of the 2008 SNA in the EECCA and Siekntries and initiate follow-
up activities. The countries will have the posdipilto raise problems and issues
encountered in the implementation process, exchaxgeriences and good practice.
The meeting in 2014 is envisaged to review the r@sgywith the implementation of the
regional recommendations and discuss new priosnesfuture work.

30.  The regular national accounts questionnaires (toumetadata) collected from
the countries in the region in cooperation with UN®ill also be used for monitoring
the progress in implementation of the 2008 SNA.

31 Subject to availability of funding, UNECE will orgee further workshops and
follow-up activities in 2014 and 2015. Efforts wile made that all relevant materials are
provided in both English and Russian. The UNECH &lfo support the implementation
of internationally agreed standards and good prestin other areas of economic statics,
such as statistical business registers, short¢eonomic statistics and price indices.

VI. International and regional cooperation

32. Joined efforts of international and regional orgations in providing
technical assistance to the EECCA and SEE counthesugh the organization of
workshops, developing of practical guidance anithitng material is essential to enhance
effective and timely implementation of the 2008 SMAhe region.

33. Manuals, planning tools and training materials hbeen developed by
many international organizations, including UNSDy&stat, IMF, OECD and the World
Bank. CIS-STAT works to facilitate implementatioh2008 SNA in the CIS countries
and has prepared specific guidelines.

34, EFTA and the EU assist the countries neighboufiregeinlarged EEA to
develop their statistical methods and standardsmewith international norms. EFTA
gives priority to countries, which have concludedc@rations on Cooperation or Free
Trade Agreements with EFTA. Support is mainly geanto economies in transition in
the SEE and Mediterranean regions, and to recahiperspective partner countries to
the eastern boundary of the enlarged EU.

35. IMF conducts training courses on 2008 SNA and oartguly national
accounts. IMF also provides technical assistanagational accounts through a variety
of venues, including staff missions to individualatries.



