Update to UNECE HLG MOS EB meeting  -September / October 2021
Overview
The Group has stepped up its knowledge sharing and research activities in the past two months, with a series of well received expert presentations and regular workstream activity. 
The Group has also developed plans for evaluating and promoting its work in 2021 and for expanding its activity in 2022. It will present highlights of its research at its annual webinar on 19 November, (1300-1700 CET) held on the sidelines of the UNECE HLG MOS workshop. 
We invite colleagues to attend and to help us promote the event to all member of the official statistics community. More details are available here. 
Strategy and Planning
The Coordination Team has developed plans for a new phase of the ML Project in 2022. This envisages a group that is bolder in its ambitions and communications, bigger in its membership and more collaborative on research, knowledge sharing and capacity building.
Consultation. The team has engaged senior leads from the EB and UK Data Science campus in the plans and secured the feedback and buy-in. A consultation is also underway with Group members through a survey to evaluate the activities of the ML Group in 2021 and help us understand the priorities for advancing ML in official statistics in 2022. We will use the results to shape proposals that will be presented to the UNECE HLG MOS annual workshop in November.
Promotion. As part of our new strategy for 2022, we are developing a business plan to hold an international promotional event for ML2022 on the sidelines of the UN CEBD event at UAE’s Expo2020 in January. The event would help maximise the group’s reach and gain the practical support required to advance its more ambitious aims in 2022. We are also looking at it as an opportunity to help improve alignment between the various UN bodies involved in big data and AI.
Collaboration and Events
All group monthly meeting. September’s monthly meeting comprised some high quality research on important topics:
· Linking fatal work-related injuries with machine learning even when the names are missing – Alex Measure, BLS, United States 
· WordGraph2Vec: using language constructs to create sentence embeddings – Marc Ponsen, CBS, the Netherlands
The presentations received positive feedback and active engagement from the participants. This signalled that the topics were relevant to the needs and interests of the community and had helped build their knowledge and understanding of how to address these topics in their work. The presentations can be found on the group wiki. 
Workstreams delivered their progress reports for Q3 (available on the wiki). Most workstream activities are either complete or near completion.  The groups have been meeting monthly, sharing knowledge and discussing common challenges and solutions to a range of topics from Coding and Classification through to production and model retraining. 
Efforts to reinvigorate Workstream 4, Quality of Training Data, have been successful, with new recruits joining the group and a discussion panel set up to help accelerate progress on this vital area for all ML areas.
The output of Workstream 3, Data Ethics and Governance, is a draft ML ethics guidance. This is being published on 26 October on the UK Data Science Campus website for open consultation.
Outreach
Coffee and Coding. The group held the second in its series of informal sessions looking indepth into practical issues relating to ML application development and use. This session was presented by Daniel Hopp, Associate Statistician, who provided a comprehensive, non-technical overview to the process of developing an ML application from design to execution.
There was strong interest in the event. There were 160 registrations, almost 100 and attendees from 20 countries. There was good interaction, engagement and feedback throughout. Outcomes included: increased confidence and knowledge of those new to ML/DS or those who have had challenges implementing their application; raised awareness of importance of building generalisable open source applications and code for sharing within the official stats community; promotion of ML2021 group work among wider official stats community
The video of the session is available online here:

Upcoming events
The next all group meeting is on 27 October. The presentations will include:
· Supervised Text Classification with Leveled Homomorphic Encryption, Saeid Molladavoudi, Statistics Canada
· MLOps in the Australian Taxation Office, James Beck, Australian Taxation Office
· Model retraining discussion panel: perspectives from different NSOs (US, UK, Norway, Canada).
The programme for the group’s annual webinar on November 19 is now online. The session will be opened by UK Data Science Campus Chief Data Scientist Louisa Nolan and will include a panel discussion on where next for ML at NSOs with data science leads from Canada, Sweden and the UK. There will be presentations and Q&As featuring highlights from across all workstreams as well as an open discussion on the future direction for ML in official statistics.
