Regional Coordination Group on Data and Statistics

Summary of Virtual Meeting, 19 February 2021  

Participants:
Co-chairs: Steven Vale (UNECE), Tomas Marques (UNEP)

	Regional organisations:
EEC – Natalia Ignatova
EFTA – Volker Täube
Eurostat – Avis Beneš
FAO - Giorgi Kvinikadze
ILO – David Mosler
IOM - Ivona Zakoska
OECD/PARIS21 – François Fonteneau 
SESRIC – Atilla Karaman
UNDP - Mihail Peleah
UNECE - Stela Derivolcov
UN-ESCAP – Jan Smit
UNFPA – Marta Diavolova, Eduard Jongstra
UNICEF – Deepak Kumar Dey, Siraj Mahmudlu
UN-Women – Ala Negruta
WHO – Stefania Davia

	UN Country teams:
Albania – Rita Ruohonen
Azerbaijan – Gular Fatali
Belarus – Natalia Karkanitsa
Bosnia and Herzegovina - Nela Sladojevic
Kyrgyzstan – Kanykey Orozbaeva
Moldova – Patricia Ciorici
Montenegro – Vanja Scepovic
Tajikistan – Nargis Djuraeva
Turkey – Baris Dulkadir
Turkmenistan – Sofiya Yuvshanova, Geldi Myradov
Uzbekistan – Matluba Umurzakova


Summary of Key Points and Actions by Agenda Item

1) Welcome and Adoption of the agenda – The group welcomed the representatives of the non-UN organisations who joined for the first time. The previously circulated agenda was adopted.

2) Summary of actions from the last meeting - All actions were completed or are part of the agenda for this meeting.

3) Update on the 2021 annual report on SDGs in the UNECE region – UNECE thanked the regional organisations and country teams that have provided 18 short “story” texts for inclusion in the report. These are currently in the editing process. The report should be published next month.

4) Update on the development of a regional knowledge hub for Europe and Central Asia – UNECE is developing the knowledge hub using the “Manara” platform developed by UN-ESCWA. It will facilitate the production of reports and publications by bringing together text, graphics, maps and data. In the short term, data from UNEP and UNECE databases will be linked to Manara, but in the longer term, the replacement for the global UN-Data platform is expected to facilitate better integration of data from different organisations, including at the regional level.

5) Update on Version 2.0 of the Conference of European Statisticians Roadmap on Statistics for the SDGs – The latest draft of the Roadmap was approved by the Bureau of the Conference of European Statisticians for circulation to countries and international organisations for final comments. It is expected to be finalized soon after and endorsed by the Conference of European Statisticians at its plenary session in June.
Action – UNECE to circulate the draft Roadmap, including to members of the Regional Coordination Group within the next week. All to provide comments as necessary.

6) The UN Statistical Commission – This annual meeting of heads of national and international statistical organisations will take place during the week of 1-5 March. Steven Vale outlined the history and operating procedures of the Statistical Commission, and summarized the main points of the agenda. The group discussed the new version of the “Handbook of Statistical Organisation”, which is expected to be endorsed by the Commission, and will provide a manual for heads and senior managers of national statistical offices. Some members offered to publicise the Handbook within their countries.
Action – UNECE to contact the coordinator of the Handbook to discuss plans for publicity

7) Capacity Development Event calendar – The calendar is now live, and several organisations have added their events - https://teamup.com/ks5swirisz6nrwybdh. The group discussed options to improve it.
Action – Organisations and Country Teams that have not yet provided an e-mail address to create an account for updating the calendar, are invited to contact Steven Vale (steven.vale@un.org).
 
8) Population censuses: COVID-19 challenges – The group had previously discussed producing a paper on how different countries were adapting their census plans and methods due to the pandemic. In the meantime, a consultant produced a similar report for UNECE (https://unece.org/statistics/publications/keeping-count). There was also a global on-line conference organized by the UN Statistical Division on 9-12 February (https://unstats.un.org/unsd/demographic-social/meetings/2021/egm-covid19-census.cshtml).
Action – Group members to consider if anything further is needed to support countries to conduct population censuses during the pandemic.

9) Updates to the Terms of Reference – The Terms of Reference of the group have been updated based on the experience of its first year, and to reflect the expanded membership.
Action – Group members to provide any comments on the updated Terms of Reference to Steven Vale (steven.vale@un.org) by the end of February.



10) Forthcoming events and activities
· UNEP is organizing a series of webinars in partnership with UNECE and the Austrian Environment Agency on the use of SDG data for policy making. The next two focus on renewable energy and waste management:
· https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/webinar-towards-clean-renewable-and-efficient-energy-use 
· https://unece.org/environmental-policy/events/webinar-waste-management-indicators-and-policies 
· UNFPA is planning 4 series of training sessions in Russian and English during 2021, covering population ageing and the use of demographic data for policy making
· PARIS21 mentioned work on coordination of financing for data and statistics, including a UN Statistical Commission side event on 12 February (https://unstats.un.org/unsd/statcom/52nd-session/side-events/12Feb-Enhancing-financing-for-development-data/).
Action: PARIS21 to give a short presentation on the Clearing House on Financing Development data at the next meeting of the Regional Coordination Group
· Eurostat outlined how it works with different countries in the region, including through the STEP programme for eastern partnership countries (Belarus, Ukraine, Moldova, Georgia, Armenia and Azerbaijan).
· EFTA summarized current statistical capacity development activities, including plans for training courses on Geographic Information Systems (GIS) and the use of “R” software tools in official statistics.
· UN-ESCAP mentioned the wide range of training courses offered by the Statistical Institute for Asia and the Pacific (SIAP - https://www.unsiap.or.jp/) including various e-learning courses. Courses are planned on an introduction to official statistics, and on National Accounts.

11) Any other business
· [bookmark: _GoBack]The UN Country Teams from Azerbaijan and Turkmenistan reported challenges of reporting SDGs, and of different data in national reporting platforms compared to the global SDG database. UNECE explained the different steps in the reporting process, and that SDG custodian agencies may adjust national data in certain circumstances. The list of indicators with custodian agencies and focal point contact details is available at https://unstats.un.org/sdgs/dataContacts/. Tomas Marques mentioned a UNEP training workshop in Turkmenistan in 2019, and offered to follow up if there are any issues with environment indicators – (tomas.marques@un.org).    
· The UN Country Team from Montenegro asked if it was possible to get access to individual country responses to the recent UNECE survey on measuring and monitoring SDGs.
Action – UNECE to check what can be shared with country teams


