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Visual Journalism 

 
 



Some ways in which we humanise data 

• Use everyday language 
and visual cues 

• Give a sense of scale  

• Show the human element 
in the dataset 

• “Where do I fit in?” 

http://www.bbc.com/news/business-37369786 



When posting for social media we ask…  

• Is this content relatable?  

• Does it prompt an emotional response? 

• Is it “news you can use” – explainer, guide etc? 

• Is it succinct and easily grasped?  

 



North Korea in nine charts 

• 3 million+ page views 

• High engagement 

 

• Good subject 

• Good headline 

• Good choice of visuals 

http://www.bbc.com/news/world-asia-41228181 



A human face 



Relatable data visualisations 



Effective use of charts 



Social media reaction 



A sense of scale 



A sense of scale 

• Visualising numbers as 
real objects helps 
understanding 
 

• Simple but elicits an 
emotional response 



Personal relevance 

http://www.bbc.com/news/technology-34066941 

http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/technology-34066941


The results… 



In summary 

• People like finding out about other people (and 
themselves) in data 

• Everyday language and visualisations help 
users to understand data 

• Well-chosen photographs add to engagement    

• Use a less formal tone for social media 



Thank you! 

@bbcnewsgraphics 

@chrisjeavans 


