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Finnish Business Register

－ Main usage:
– An important data source and a sampling frame 
– Both aggregated and micro level data is regularly delivered 

outside the NSI

－ Main sources:
– Effective usage of administrative data on legal unit level
– Completed with surveys on establishment (LKAU) level

－ Since 2013 Business Register is situated in an integrated 
platform with the central business statistics
– Harmonised unit structures, classifications and data content
– Main units in the production are enterprise and establishment
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Imputation of Establishment Level Data (1/2)

－ To improve the quality and consistency of the establishment level 
data as well as to lessen the response burden on enterprises, a 
new imputation methodology was introduced. 
– The methodology covers Business Register, Structural Business, 

Financial Statement and Regional Statistics data, which serve as an 
input to the National Accounts.

－ The idea of the method is to divide the enterprise level data to the 
establishments utilizing the establishment level employment as 
well as an industry specific co-efficient. 
– Co-efficients are compiled by a simple regression analysis utilizing 

information on enterprise level employment and turnover among the 
mono-active enterprises. 
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Imputation of Establishment Level Data (2/2)

－ Other information utilized in the process include e.g. the type of 
the establishment and in case of ancillary activities, data on 
ancillary NACE code. 

－ Variables covered by this method are e.g. turnover, the 
breakdown of income and expenditure as well as variables 
referring to current and fixed assets.

－ A precondition is the establishment level employment and activity 
data, which are obtained from Business Register surveys.
– In case of non-response, estimation is required
– Establishments with zero employment; e.g. NACE 47302 Automated 

retail sale of automotive fuel
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Compiling Local Units Methodologically 

－ Previously a combination of manual updating and automatic 
procedures was utilized
– In certain situations unnecessarily delineated local units within same 

address or differences in the addresses between establishments and 
local units existed

－ Key improvements: 
－ Simplification of unit structures and updating processes
– Improved consistency over local unit population and between the 

establishments and local units
－ Automatic delineation is based on the establishment level street 

address and a fixed building registry number
– Rules need to be simple as no manual intervention is allowed
– In practice, the street address doesn’t always truly reflect or define 

the actual location; marginal cases not perfectly covered
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Integration of Enterprise Group Data

－ Previously separately operated databases are now integrated
and updating procedures harmonised

－ Enterprise group data is more easily utilised as it is brought to as 
a part of the common software view (see below)

－ As the manual updating is still done with a separate software 
application, it will impose further challenges as the 
implementation of complex enterprise units takes place
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Publishing Data on Enterprises and 
Establishments (1/2)

－ Previously Structural Business Statistics’ and Business Register’s 
annual publications contained partly parallel information and in 
certain specific situations the information was not fully consistent.

－ Prior to the renewal, a total of eleven different publications 
according to the unit level and different industries were produced.

－ In the new system, annual data on enterprises and establishments 
is produced and published only once
– Two publications: i) Structural Business and Financial Statement 

Statistics and ii) Regional statistics on entrepreneurial activity. Both 
publications contain information from Business Register and SBS 

－ The new publication offers its users a more comprehensive and 
consistent picture of the enterprises and establishments 
population. 
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Publishing Data on Enterprises and 
Establishments (2/2)
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